
 

The Council on Linkages
Between Academia and

Public Health Practice
 

Academic Health Department Learning Community Meeting 

Date: Thursday, July 5, 2012  

Time: 1:00-2:30 pm EDT 

Phone Number: 1.888.387.8686 

Conference ID: 8164961# 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Overview of Agenda 

2. Overview of AHD Learning Community Initiative 

 AHD Workgroup 

3. Feedback from the AHD Learning Community 

 Why do you participate in the Learning Community? 

 What have you gained from the Learning Community? 

 What do you need from the Learning Community? 

 What should Learning Community meetings accomplish? 

4. Future Possibilities for the AHD Learning Community 

 Small Topic-Focused Groups: 

 Basics of Starting and Maintaining an AHD 

 Developing AHD Research Efforts 

 Linking AHDs and Primary Care 

 Other Topics? 

 Mentoring Program 

 “Office Hours” during Learning Community Meetings 

5. Journal of Public Health Management and Practice Theme Issue on AHDs 

 Call for Abstracts 

6. AHD Survey 

 Survey Proposal 

7. Next Steps 

 Ongoing Communication 

 Future Meetings 
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Academic Health Department Learning Community Members 
 

Name Organization 

C. William Keck (Chair) 
Department of Family and Community Medicine, Northeast Ohio 
Medical University 

Wanda Aberle Retired Health Department Director of Nursing 

Geraldine (Geri) Sanchez 
Aglipay University of Illinois at Chicago 

Mary Amundson 
School of Medicine and Health Sciences, University of North 
Dakota 

Magaly Angeloni Rhode Island Department of Health 

Cynthia Appleby Cobb & Douglas Public Health (GA) 

Christopher G. Atchison College of Public Health, University of Iowa 

Loy Bailey Benton County Health Department (AR) 

Kim E. Barnhill Jefferson and Madison County Health Departments (FL) 

Gerald Barron Graduate School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh (PA) 

Dee Benitez Cobb & Douglas Public Health (GA) 

Ruth Gaare Bernheim School of Medicine, University of Virginia 

John Bradshaw City of Kent (OH) 

Gail Brandt National Association of Chronic Disease Directors 

Wendy Braund Wyoming Department of Health 

Claudia Brogan Public Health Informatics Institute (GA) 

Martha Buchanan Knox County Health Department (TN) 

James J. Burns 
College of Medicine, Florida State University; Sacred Heart 
Children's Hospital (FL) 

Dana Burshell Virginia Department of Health 

Pam Butler Wood County Health Department (OH) 

Candy Cates Oregon Health Authority 

Marita Chilton Public Health Accreditation Board 

Gerard P. Clancy University of Oklahoma, Tulsa 

Larry Cohen 
Scientific Education and Professional Development Program 
Office, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Ralph Cordell 
Scientific Education and Professional Development Program 
Office, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Rick Danko School of Rural Public Health, Texas A&M Health Science Center 

Angela Dearinger College of Medicine, University of Kentucky 

John (Jack) M. DeBoy 
Semi-Retired Public Health Laboratory Scientist; Retired Public 
Health Laboratory Director 

Diane Downing School of Nursing & Health Studies, Georgetown University (DC) 

Patricia Drehobl 
Scientific Education and Professional Development Program 
Office, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Terry Dwelle North Dakota Department of Health 

Marguerite Erme Summit County Health Department (OH) 

Paul Campbell Erwin Department of Public Health, University of Tennessee 

Marian Evans  

Lacy Fehrenbach Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

Lori Ferranti Tennessee Department of Health 

Deborah S. Fillman Green River District Health Department (KY) 
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Name Organization 

Michael Fleenor Jefferson County Department of Health (AL) 

Claude Earl Fox 
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, University of 
Miami (FL) 

Vincent Francisco 
Department of Public Health Education, University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro 

Linda Frazee 
Bureau of Local and Rural Health, Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment 

Eric Gass 
City of Milwaukee Health Department; School of Public Health, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Hilary Gillette-Walch Cowlitz County Health Department (WA) 

Julie Gleason-Comstock 
Center for Urban Studies and Department of Family Medicine & 
Public Health Sciences, Wayne State University (MI) 

Rahul Gupta Kanawha - Charleston Health Department (WV) 

John Gwinn University of Akron (OH) 

Charles Hamilton Department of Public Health, University of Tennessee 

Julie Hansen 
Department of Public Health, University of Tennessee; Knox 
County Health Department (TN) 

Robert Harmon Duval County Health Department (FL) 

Karen Hartfield 
Public Health – Seattle & King County; School of Public Health, 
University of Washington 

Jeff Hatala University of South Carolina 

Rebecca A. Head School of Public Health, University of Michigan 

Janel Heinrich Public Health - Madison & Dane County (WI) 

Georgia Heise  Three Rivers District Health Department (KY) 

Marc D. Hiller University of New Hampshire 

Charles Hossler College of Health Professions, Marshall University (WV) 

Colleen Hughes  

Asim Jani  

Janine E. Janosky Austen BioInnovation Institute in Akron (OH) 

Larry D. Jones City of Independence Health Department (MO) 

Kell Julliard Lutheran Medical Center (NY) 

Molly Kellum Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Louise A. Kent Northern Kentucky Health Department 

Deb Koester 
Bureau for Public Health, West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources 

Kelli Kohake Cincinnati Health Department (OH) 

Cynthia D. Lamberth College of Public Health, University of Kentucky 

Lisa A. Lang 
National Information Center on Health Services Research and 
Health Care Technology, National Library of Medicine 

Amy F. Lee 
Consortium of Eastern Ohio Master of Public Health, Northeast 
Ohio Medical University 

Joel M. Lee College of Public Health, The University of Georgia 

Susan Lepre Consultant 

Marissa J. Levine Virginia Department of Health 

Jill Lewis 
Division of Public Health, Alaska Department of Health and Social 
Services 

Melissa Lewis Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

William C. Livingood Institute for Public Health Informatics and Research, Duval County 
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Health Department (FL) 

Linda Lloyd School of Public Health, University of Texas 

Kay Lovelace 
Department of Public Health Education, University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro 

Andrea Lyman New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

Patricia Maech Ministry of Health, Republic of Palau 

H. Michael Maetz School of Public Health, University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Bryn Manzella Jefferson County Department of Health (AL) 

Elaine Martin 
Lamar Soutter Library, University of Massachusetts Medical 
School 

Yolanda G. Martinez Orange County Health Department (FL) 

Laura Mattaliano City of New Haven Health Department (CT) 

John McDonough School of Public Health, Harvard University (MA) 

Phyllis Meadows School of Public Health, University of Michigan 

Mary Ellen T. Miller DeSales University (PA) 

Marcia Mills Minnesota Department of Human Services 

Julie Myhre Carleton - Cook - Lake - St. Louis Community Health Board (MN) 

Muriel Nagle 
Community Academic Partnerships Program, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 

Jeff Neistadt City of Kent (OH) 

Elaine O’Keefe 
Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS and School of 
Public Health, Yale University (CT) 

Norleen Oliver Federated States of Micronesia 

Marc Overbeck 
Primary Care Office, Office for Oregon Health Policy and 
Research, Oregon Health Authority 

Jacqueline D. Peery 
School of Public Health, University of Texas – San Antonio 
Regional Campus; San Antonio Metropolitan Health District (TX) 

Amanda Perry College of Medicine, Penn State University (PA) 

Robert Pestronk National Association of County and City Health Officials 

Janet Place 
North Carolina Institute for Public Health, Gillings School of Global 
Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Michael W. Prewitt College of Health Professions, Marshall University (WV) 

Kristina Rabarison College of Public Health, University of Kentucky 

Tom Reizes New York State Department of Health 

David Remmert DeWitt-Piatt Bi-County Health Department (IL) 

Beth A. Resnick 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University 
(MD) 

William Riley School of Public Health, University of Minnesota 

Micky Roberts Blount County Health Department (TN) 

Cathy Ross Hawaii State Department of Health 

Laura Sawney-Spencer Cherokee Nation 

Anthony L. Schlaff School of Medicine, Tufts University (MA) 

Katie Sellers Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

Kevin Sherin Orange County Health Department (FL) 

Dean G. Sienko Michigan State University 

Lillian Upton Smith Arnold School of Public Health, University of South Carolina 

David P. Steffen Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of North 
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Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Aron Stephens Multnomah County Health Department (OR) 

Julie S. Sullivan (MA) 

Geoffrey Swain 
City of Milwaukee Health Department; School of Medicine and 
Public Health, University of Wisconsin 

Albert J. Terrillion Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

Dana L. Thomas School of Public Health, University of Michigan 

Lemala Thompson American Samoa Government Department of Health 

Michael E. Thompson University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Patricia Thompson-Reid 
Division of Diabetes Translation, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

Helen Ticey Arkansas Department of Health 

Catherine L. Troisi 
School of Public Health, University of Texas; Kelsey Research 
Foundation 

Nannette C. Turner School of Medicine, Mercer University (GA) 

Harry K. Tweel Cabell-Huntington Health Department (WV) 

Vamsi Vasireddy University of Illinois at Chicago 

Samuel Watson-Alvan Primary Care Office, Washington State Department of Health 

Susan C. Webb   

Nancy Winterbauer 
Department of Public Health, Brody School of Medicine, East 
Carolina University (NC) 

Lynn Woodhouse 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Georgia Southern 
University 

Colleen Woolsey Stanislaus County Health Services Agency/Public Health (CA) 

Kathleen S. Wright School of Public Health, Saint Louis University (MO) 

Susan J. Zahner University of Wisconsin-Madison 
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Academic Health Department Workgroup Meeting 

May 8, 2012 

SUMMARY 
 
AHD Workgroup Accomplishments 
 The Academic Health Department (AHD) Workgroup was formed to help develop the AHD 

Learning Community and has been successful in doing so. Based on Learning Community 
member input, a decision was made to dissolve the Workgroup following this final meeting.  

 The AHD Workgroup accomplished a great deal since its first meeting in January 2011. The 
AHD Learning Community was launched, has held four meetings, and engages 110 
members representing 32 states, DC, and six national organizations. Learning Community 
members have diverse backgrounds and work in a variety of areas within governmental 
public health, academia, nonprofit organizations, and primary care. 

 Resources related to AHDs, such as a concept paper, discussion paper, bibliography, and 
collection of partnership agreements, have been developed and made available online. 

 Discussions on AHD topics are occurring during AHD Learning Community meetings, as 
well as through email, the PHF Pulse blog, and news articles. 

 AHD Learning Community Profiles have helped connect members seeking assistance. 
 Council on Linkages Between Academia and Public Health Practice (Council on Linkages) 

member organizations are sharing information about AHDs and the AHD Learning 
Community, and the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials and the National 
Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) have been asked to consider 
gathering data about AHDs through their Profiles studies. 

 The Council on Linkages is grateful for the efforts of all AHD Workgroup members in helping 
to make the AHD Learning Community a reality. 
 

Future Opportunities for the AHD Learning Community 
 A number of opportunities for moving ahead with the AHD Learning Community were 

discussed and suggestions offered for how to pursue these opportunities. 
 
Engaging Members with Varying Levels of Experience 
 AHD Learning Community members have widely differing levels of experience with AHDs, 

from those who are just starting to consider the idea to those who have been working in 
AHDs for years. This strengthens the Learning Community, but it can be challenging to 
design meetings and other activities that are relevant and interesting to all members. 

 Suggestions for engaging members included: 
o Asking experienced members to share their projects and accomplishments 
o Creating a group on LinkedIn for questions and discussion 
o Holding an “office hour” session during meetings when experienced members are 

available to answer questions 
o Developing a mentoring/coaching program to match up members with expertise and 

those who have questions 
o Having roundtable discussions or other forms of conversation during the in-person 

meeting at the American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting 
o Hosting a social event during the APHA Annual Meeting and inviting AHD partners 
o Holding a meeting during the NACCHO Annual 
o Regularly engaging the leadership of national organizations through conference calls or 

other means 
 
 

http://www.phf.org/programs/AHDLC/Pages/Academic_Health_Department_Workgroup.aspx
http://www.phf.org/programs/AHDLC/Pages/Academic_Health_Department_Learning_Community.aspx
http://www.phf.org/programs/AHDLC/Pages/Academic_Health_Department_Learning_Community.aspx
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Pages/AHD_Core_Concepts.aspx
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Pages/AHDs_Improving_Health_In_Your_Community.aspx
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Pages/AHD_Bibliography.aspx
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Pages/AHD_Partnership_Agreements.aspx
http://www.phf.org/phfpulse/Pages/default.aspx?showResources=false&tag=Academic%20Health%20Department%20Learning%20Community
http://www.phf.org/news/Pages/default.aspx?showResources=false&tag=Academic%20Health%20Department%20Learning%20Community
http://www.phf.org/programs/AHDLC/Pages/Academic_Health_Department_Learning_Community_Profiles.aspx
http://www.phf.org/programs/council/Pages/default.aspx
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Expanding to Include Primary Care 
 The AHD Learning Community is starting to explore connecting with primary care providers. 

The Learning Community has been introduced to the directors of the Health Resources and 
Services Administration’s State Primary Care Offices, and the National Association of 
Community Health Centers will be contacted. 

 A discussion of ways in which health departments, academic institutions, and primary care 
organizations may work together covered: 
o Public health leadership institutes 
o Community health training programs connected with local health departments and 

federally qualified health centers (FQHCs) 
o Community-based research projects 
o Interviewing and selecting health sciences interns for health departments and 

community health centers 
o Indigent care programs 
o Primary care residency programs 

 Suggestions of where to look for linkages between AHDs and primary care included: 
o Dual degree programs, such as MD/MPH or MSN/MPH degrees 
o Rural health programs that connect to FQHCs 
o Preventive medicine or infectious disease programs 
o Active state and federal organizations for primary care 
o Area health education centers 

 Highlighting a few examples of AHDs working with primary care organizations on a 
conference call could help identify additional examples. 

 
Connecting with the Public Health Practice-Based Research Networks 
 The Public Health Practice-Based Research Networks (PBRNs) share similarities with AHDs 

in that they join academic and practice organizations, and several AHD Learning Community 
members are involved in PBRNs. 

 The PBRNs were introduced to AHDs and the AHD Learning Community during the recent 
Keeneland Conference. 

 There may be an opportunity for the AHD Learning Community to encourage and help 
facilitate the development of formal agreements between the health departments and 
academic institutions in PBRNs through offering examples of and guidance on agreements. 

 The AHD Learning Community is working to connect with the National Coordinating Center 
for the Public Health PBRN Program and encourage PBRN members to become involved in 
the Learning Community. 

 
Next Learning Community Meeting 
 The next AHD Learning Community meeting will be held in June or July. Suggestions for 

agenda topics may be sent to Kathleen at kamos@phf.org.  
 
Additional Opportunities for Input 
 Although this was the last formal AHD Workgroup meeting, members are encouraged to 

stay engaged in the AHD Learning Community and provide input on its direction and 
activities. Staff may also reach out to Workgroup members individually or in small groups for 
assistance. 

 Suggestions for strengthening the AHD Learning Community or highlighting AHDs can be 
sent to Kathleen at kamos@phf.org.  

 Thank you to all AHD Workgroup members for your efforts to develop a national AHD 
Learning Community! 

http://www.publichealthsystems.org/pbrn
mailto:kamos@phf.org
mailto:kamos@phf.org

