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Agenda Item

Discussion

Action

Welcome and
Overview of Agenda

The meeting began with a welcome by Council Chair C.
William Keck, MD, MPH.

Dr. Keck thanked the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) for the funding support that has
enabled current Council activities, reminded participants
of the Council’s mission, and reviewed the agenda for the
meeting.

Approval of Minutes
from November 30,
2022 Meeting

Dr. Keck asked for any changes to the minutes of the
November 30, 2022 Council meeting. Gary Gilmore,
MPH, PhD, MCHES, moved to approve the minutes as
written. Michael Fagen, PhD, MPH, seconded the motion.
No additions or corrections.

Minutes of the
November 30, 2022
Council meeting
were approved as
written.

Council
Membership Votes
— Council of State
and Territorial
Epidemiologists,

Dr. Keck called for a vote on granting the Council of State
and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) formal Council
membership following completion of its preliminary
membership period.

CSTE was granted
formal Council
membership.
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Public Health
Accreditation Board

Dr. Keck called for a vote on granting the Public Health
Accreditation Board (PHAB) formal Council membership
following completion of its preliminary membership
period.

PHAB was granted
formal Council
membership.

Rebuilding the
Public Health
Workforce

Council Director Ron Bialek, MPP, introduced a
discussion on current efforts to rebuild the public health
workforce.

Jon Carlson, Deputy Director, Public Health Infrastructure
Grant, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
shared information and updates on the Public Health
Infrastructure Grant including providing examples of
grantee’s academic health department partnerships.

Stephanie Dunson, Public Health Advisor at the Division
of Workforce Development, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) provided an overview of the Public
Health AmeriCorps program including purpose,
membership eligibility, activities, funding updates, and
member experiences from across the country.

Mr. Bialek facilitated discussion with Council members
and attendees surrounding the Public Health
Improvement Grant updates and Public Health
AmeriCorps.

Academic Health
Department
Learning
Community

Grace Davis, Project Assistant, Academic/Practice
Linkages, Public Health Foundation, provided an update
on Academic Health Department (AHD) Learning
Community activities.

The AHD Learning Community is a national community
that brings together and supports practitioners, educators,
researchers, and others to explore AHD partnerships,
share their experiences, and engage in collaborative
learning. Since its launch in January 2011, the AHD
Learning Community has grown to more than 1,600
members from health departments, academic institutions,
and other organizations across the country. The Learning
Community offers resources and activities to support
AHD partnerships, including a venue for sharing
examples and stories of AHD partnerships, webinars
featuring AHD partnerships, examples of partnership
agreements, a listserv for communication, and technical
assistance.

Thus far in 2023, the Learning Community and its
resources and tools have been accessed online more
than 2,800 times. This brings online usage of the
Learning Community and its resources and tools since its
launch to more than 83,000 visits. To date in 2023,
Council staff have responded to 18 requests for technical
assistance related to AHD partnerships, serving
organizations in 13 states and DC.

AHD partnerships were highlighted at the 2023 Public
Health Improvement Training Conference (PHIT) this

More information
about the AHD
Learning
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June in a session: Strengthening Linkages Between
Academia and Public Health Practice. AHD partnerships
will also be discussed in a webinar in late
September/early October of this year as part of the AHD
Webinar Series. Additional details about the event will be
shared through the Council website, AHD Learning
Community, and Council on Linkages Update.

Ms. Davis invited questions about the AHD Learning
Community.

Community and its
activities is available
through the AHD
Learning
Community section
of the Council
website or by
contacting Mayela
Arana at
marana@phf.org.

Core Competencies
for Public Health
Professionals

Ms. Davis provided an update on the Core Competencies
for Public Health Professionals (Core Competencies).

The Core Competencies, a set of foundational or
crosscutting skills for professionals engaged in public
health practice, education, and research, are used in
workforce development activities across the US. The
most current data show that approximately 80% of state
health departments, 60% of tribal health organizations,
45% of local health departments, 25% of territorial health
departments, and 90% of academic programs with a
public health focus use the Core Competencies. The
Core Competencies are used in a variety of ways,
including to guide development of job descriptions and
performance objectives, competency or training needs
assessments, education and training, workforce
development plans, other competency sets, and other
tools and resources to support professional development
for public health professionals. These competencies also
appear in major national initiatives, such as Healthy
People and accreditation; are integrated into the TRAIN
Learning Network; and are designed to reflect the
knowledge and skills needed to deliver the 10 Essential
Public Health Services.

Thus far in 2023, the Core Competencies and resources
and tools that support implementation have been
accessed online more than 73,000 times, with more than
38,000 visits to the Core Competencies and more than
35,000 visits to resources and tools. Since the latest
version of the Core Competencies was released in
November 2021, the webpage has been visited over
76,000 times. In 2023, Council staff have responded to 14
requests for assistance related to the Core
Competencies, serving organizations in 8 states and
Canada.

Since the release of the 2021 Core Competencies in
October 2021, Council staff have been working on
updating and developing resources and tools that support
use of the Core Competencies and help with the
transition from the 2014 to the 2021 version. Updated
competency assessments are available on the Council
website, and the 2021 Core Competencies have been
made available on the TRAIN Learning Network as a
search filter. A competency prioritization tool that
supports organizations in identifying the most important
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Core Competencies for different public health jobs has
been updated to help organizations in determining where
to focus competency development efforts. Most recently,
updated domain definitions are available to describe the
contents of each of the 2021 Core Competencies
domains. The Core Competencies Tools page on the
PHF website has also been updated with a format that
highlights resources for the 2021 version. Updates of
additional resources and tools are underway. As
resources and tools are completed, they will be posted on
the Council website and shared through the Council on
Linkages Update.

Ms. Davis invited questions about the Core
Competencies.

More information
about the Core
Competencies can
be found through
the Core
Competencies
section of the
Council website or
by contacting
Mayela Arana at
marana@phf.org.

Council Strategic
Directions
Proposed Revisions

Dr. Keck discussed proposed revisions to the Council
Strategic Directions, providing a history of the Strategic
Directions and explaining each change proposed by
Council staff. Dr. Keck requested that Council members
review the changes by the end of July and provide
feedback if necessary. Council members will vote on the
adoption of the proposed revisions before the next
Council meeting.

Dr. Keck invited questions about the Strategic Directions.

More information
about the Council
Strategic Directions
is available on the
Council website.

CSTE Applied
Epidemiology
Competencies

Dr. Keck invited Sarah Auer, Program Analyst, Council of
State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), to speak
about the newly revised Applied Epidemiology
Competencies. Ms. Auer shared updates on the revision
process, content changes, and how the Council can
engage with the competencies moving forward.

Dr. Keck invited questions for Ms. Auer.

More information
about the revisions
of the CSTE Applied
Epidemiology
Competencies can
be found on the
CSTE website.

Other Business and
Next Steps

Dr. Keck asked if there was any other business to
address.

The next Council meeting is set to take place on
September 26, 2023. More information will be shared
when it is available.

Questions can be
sent to Mayela
Arana at
marana@phf.org.
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