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Council on Linkages Between Academia and  
Public Health Practice 

Constitution and Bylaws 

ARTICLE I. – MISSION: 

The mission of the Council on Linkages Between Academia and Public Health Practice 
(Council) is to improve the performance of individuals and organizations within public health 
by fostering, coordinating, and monitoring collaboration among the academic, public health 
practice, and healthcare communities; promoting public health education and training for 
health professionals throughout their careers; and developing and advancing innovative 
strategies to build and strengthen public health infrastructure. 

 

ARTICLE II. – BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE: 

In order to bridge the perceived gap between the academic and practice communities that 
was documented in the 1988 Institute of Medicine report, The Future of Public Health, the 
Public Health Faculty/Agency Forum was established in 1990.  

After nearly two years of deliberations and a public comment period, the Forum released its 
final report entitled, The Public Health Faculty/Agency Forum: Linking Graduate Education 
and Practice.  The report offers recommendations for: 1) strengthening relationships between 
public health academicians and public health practitioners in public agencies; 2) improving 
the teaching, training, and practice of public health; 3) establishing firm practice links 
between schools of public health and public agencies; and 4) collaborating with others in 
achieving the nation’s Year 2000 health objectives.  In addition, the Public Health 
Faculty/Agency Forum issued a list of "Universal Competencies" to help guide the education 
and training of public health professionals. 

The Council was formed initially to help implement these recommendations and 
competencies.  Over time, the Council’s mission and corollary objectives may be amended to 
best serve the needs of public health’s academic and practice communities.  
 

ARTICLE III. – MEMBERSHIP: 

A.  Member Composition: 

The Council is comprised of national public health academic and practice agencies, 
organizations, and associations that desire to work together to help build academic/practice 
linkages in public health.  Membership on the Council is limited to any agency, organization, 
or association that: 

1. Can demonstrate that agency, organization, or association is national in scope. 

2. Is unique and not currently represented by existing Council Member Organizations. 

3. Has a mission consistent with the Council’s mission and objectives. 
4. Is willing to participate as a Preliminary Member Organization on the Council for one 

year prior to formal membership, at the participating organization’s expense. 
5. Upon being granted formal membership status, signs the Council’s Participation 

Agreement.  

Individuals may not join the Council. 
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B. Member Organizations:

Council Member Organizations include: 

• American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN)

• American College of Preventive Medicine (ACPM)

• American Public Health Association (APHA)

• Association for Prevention Teaching and Research (APTR)

• Association of Accredited Public Health Programs (AAPHP)

• Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL)

• Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH)

• Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

• Association of University Programs in Health Administration 

(AUPHA)

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

• Community-Campus Partnerships for Health (CCPH)

• Council of Public Health Nursing Organizations (CPHNO)

• Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE)

• Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH)

• Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)

• National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)

• National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH)

• National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE)

• National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)

• National Library of Medicine (NLM)

• National Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI)

• Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB)

• Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE)

Membership Categories: 

An organization must petition the Council to become a member in accordance with the 
Council’s membership policy.  If membership is granted, the agency, organization, or 
association will become a Preliminary Member Organization for the period of one year.  At 
the conclusion of one year as a Preliminary Member Organization, the Council will vote to 
approve or decline the agency, organization, or association as a Formal Member 
Organization. If granted formal membership status, the agency, organization, or association 
will be reimbursed for travel related expenses for future meetings, if funds permit.  

I. Preliminary Member Organization Privileges

1. Preliminary Member Organizations may fully participate in all discussions and
activities associated with Council meetings at which they are required to attend.

2. Preliminary Member Organizations retain the right to vote at Council meetings
during their preliminary term.

3. Preliminary Member Organizations can participate in any and all Council
subcommittee/taskforce discussions that they desire to join.

4. Preliminary Member Organizations' names and/or logos will be included in
Council resources that depict Member Organizations during the preliminary term.
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5. Preliminary Member Organizations will be responsible for all travel related 
expenses for attending meetings. 

II.  Formal Member Organization Privileges 

1. In accordance with the Council’s travel policy and as funding permits, 
Organizational Representatives (Representatives) from Formal Member 
Organizations are entitled to reimbursement up to a predetermined amount for 
airfare, transportation to and from meeting site, and hotel accommodations for 
Council meeting travel. 

2. As funding permits, Representatives from Formal Member Organizations will be 
reimbursed at the federally-approved per diem rate for meals consumed during 
travel to and from Council meetings. 

3. Substitutes for officially designated Representatives are not eligible for travel 
reimbursement. 

4. Formal Member Organizations retain full participation privileges in all Council 
discussions, activities, votes, and subcommittee/taskforces. 

5. Formal Member Organizations will be represented either via logo or text in all 
Council resources that depict membership.  

6. Formal Member Organizations must comply with the signed Participation 
Agreement. 

7. Representatives from federal government agencies will not receive funding from 
the Council for travel or related expenses. 

 

ARTICLE IV. – MEMBER ORGANIZATION RESPONSIBILITIES: 

In order for the Council to meet its goals and corollary objectives, membership on the Council 
requires a certain level of commitment and involvement in Council activities.  At a minimum, 
Council membership requires that: 

• Each Member Organization (Organization) select an appropriate Representative to 
serve on the Council for, at a minimum, one year. Organizations are strongly 
encouraged to select Representatives who can serve for terms of two or more years. 

• The Representative have access to and communicate regularly with the 
Organization's leadership about Council activities. 

• The Representative be able to present the perspectives of the Organization during 
Council meetings. 

• The Representative attend and actively participate in scheduled meetings and shall 
not miss two consecutive meetings during a given year unless the absence is 
communicated to Council staff and approved by the Chair before the scheduled 
meeting. 

• Each Organization identify a key staff contact who will keep abreast of Council 
activities via interaction with Council staff, attendance at locally-held meetings, and/or 
regular contact with the Representative. 

• During at least one meeting each year, Representatives present the progress their 
respective Organizations and members have made toward implementing and 
sustaining productive academic/practice linkages. 
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• Each Representative (or staff contact) respond to requests for assistance with writing 
and compiling Council documents and resources.  

• Representatives and Organizations disseminate information on linkage activities 
using media generally available to the Council’s constituency and specifically to the 
respective memberships of the Organizations. 

• Upon request of the Council Chair, Representatives officially represent the Council at 
meetings or presentations widely attended by members of the practice and academic 
public health communities.  

• Upon request of the Council Chair, Representatives assist Council staff with 
identifying and securing funding for projects, advocating Organizational support for 
specific initiatives, and serving on Council subcommittees. 

If a Representative or Organization does not fulfill the above responsibilities, Council staff will 
first contact the Representative and Organization in writing.  If a Representative fails to 
address the concerns—for example, in the case of chronic absenteeism at Council 
meetings—the Council chair may request that a new Representative be selected.  Then, if a 
Member Organization consistently fails to perform its responsibilities after a written warning, 
Council staff will inform that Organization in writing that the full Council will vote on revoking 
that Organization's membership.  If a majority of all Representatives vote to revoke an 
Organization's membership, that Organization will no longer be considered a part of the 
Council.  

 

ARTICLE V. – Discussions, Decisions, and Voting: 

A. The following overlying principle shall govern decisions within the Council: 

Each Member Organization shall have one vote.  Only Representatives or officially 
designated substitutes can vote.  To designate a substitute, Member Organizations 
must provide the name and contact information for that individual to Council staff in 
advance of the meeting.   

B. Discussions & Decisions: 

Council meetings will use a modified form of parliamentary procedure where 
discussions among the Representatives will be informal to assure that adequate 
consideration is given to a particular issue being discussed by the Council.  However, 
decisions will be formal, using Robert’s Rules of Order (recording the precise matters 
to be considered, the decisions made, and the responsibilities accepted or assigned). 

C. Voting: 

1. Each Representative shall have one vote.  If a Representative is unable to attend 
a meeting, the Organization may designate a substitute (or Designee) for the 
meeting.  That Designee will have voting privileges for the meeting. 

2. Quorum is required for a vote to be taken and shall consist of a majority of the 
Representatives or Designees of all participating groups composing the Council. 

3. Simple Majority Vote will be required for internal Council administrative, 
operational, and membership matters (i.e.: Minutes approvals). 

4. The Council will seek Consensus (Quaker style – No-one blocking consensus) 
when developing major new directions for the Council (i.e.: moving forward with 
studying leadership tier of credentialing).  No more than one-quarter of 
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Representatives or their Designees can abstain, or the motion will not pass. 
Representatives will be expected to confer with the leadership of their 
organizations prior to the meeting to ensure that their votes reflect the 
Organization's views on the topic.  

5. A two-thirds Super Majority of all Representatives will be required to vote on
accepting or amending this Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI. – COUNCIL LEADERSHIP: 

One Representative will serve as the Council Chair.  The Chair is charged with opening and 
closing meetings, calling all votes, and working with Council staff to set meeting agendas.   

The term of the Chair is two years.  There is no limit to the number of terms a Representative 
can serve as Chair.  At the end of each two-year term, another Council Representative 
and/or the current Chair may nominate him/herself or be nominated for the position of Chair.  
To be elected Chair requires a majority affirmative vote of Council membership.  In the event 
that there are several nominees and no nominee receives a clear majority of the vote, a 
runoff will be held among the individuals who received the highest number of votes. 

To be eligible to serve as Chair, an individual must: 

• have served as a Council Representative for at least two years; and

• have some experience working in public health practice.

ARTICLE VII. – MEETINGS: 

The Council shall convene at least one in-person meeting a year.  Funds permitting, the 
Council will convene additional meetings either in-person or via conference call.  All meetings 
are open to the public. 

ARTICLE VIII. – COUNCIL STAFF ROLES AND RESPONSBILITIES: 

The Council is staffed by the Public Health Foundation.  Council staff provide administrative 
support to the Council and its Organizations and Representatives.  This includes, but is not 
limited to:  

1. Planning and convening Council meetings;

2. General Council administration such as drafting meeting minutes, yearly deliverables,
progress reports, action plans, etc.;

3. Working with Representatives and their Organizations to secure core and special
project funding for Council activities and initiatives; and

4. Officially representing the Council at meetings related to education and practice.

ARTICLE IX. – FUNDING: 

Council staff, with approval from the Council Chair, may seek core and special project 
funding on behalf of the Council in accordance with Council-approved objectives, strategies, 
and deliverables.  
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Adopted: January 24, 2006 
Amended: January 27, 2012 
Article I. Mission Updated: 
Article III.B. Member Organizations Updated: October 7, 2016 

September 6, 2013; March 31, 
2014; August 19, 2015; January 
20, 2016; August 18, 2016; May 
1, 2017; October 18, 2017; 
December 20, 2017; May 11, 
2021; May 19, 2021; September 
23, 2021; December 15, 2021; 
August 8, 2022; June 23, 2023; 
January 16, 2025 


