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In response to feedback from members, the Academic Health
Department (AHD) Learning Community is establishing a mentorship
program dedicated to providing support and guidance related to AHD
partnerships. Planning for this program began earlier this summer and
got well underway with the Learning Community’s August 6th meeting,
when members came together to discuss the purpose of the program,
how it should be structured, and areas in which mentorship could be
beneficial for those working on AHD partnerships.

The AHD Mentorship Program will focus on fostering the development,
maintenance, and expansion of AHDs by building relationships between
individuals involved in AHD efforts. Led by AHD Learning Community
member Bryn Manzella, MPH, of the Jefferson County Department of
Health in Alabama, this program will support mutual learning and the
sharing of expertise, connecting individuals seeking guidance in an area
of AHD development or operation with those having experience in that
area.

Members of the AHD Learning Community have a wide variety of
experiences working with AHD partnerships, and the mentorship
program will draw on this expertise as volunteers are sought to serve as
mentors. To facilitate matching of mentors to mentees, individuals
interested in becoming mentors will be asked to indicate the areas in
which they have experience and would be willing to provide guidance to
others. A preliminary list of such areas has been drafted; this list is being
revised based on input from Learning Community members and
incorporated into a brief form to be completed by those who volunteer to
be mentors.

Once the mentorship program is set up, information about mentors will
be made available through the AHD Learning Community website, and
those interested in being mentored will be able to look online to see the
areas in which mentoring is available and then ask to be connected with
a specific person or someone with experience in a particular area. Ms.

Manzella and Council on Linkages Between Academia and Public Health

Practice (Council on Linkages) staff will work together to pair mentors
and mentees and provide support for both groups to help create
successful relationships.
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As the AHD Mentorship Program develops over the coming months,
additional information will be shared on the AHD Learning Community
website. Watch the website for further news, or email kamos@phf.org to
join the AHD Learning Community or sign up for the monthly Council on
Linkages Update newsletter to receive regular updates by email. To
volunteer as a possible mentor or indicate your interest in being
mentored, please email kamos@phf.org. Questions or suggestions are
also welcome by email or in the Comments section below.
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Please share with us your thoughts and opinions on this and other hot
public health topics by posting comments throughout PHF’s website.

The PHF Pulse Blog welcomes conversations and commentary from
contributors. Posts may not necessatrily reflect the views of the Public
Health Foundation.
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