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Overview 
Council on Linkages Between Academia and Public Health Practice (Council) member 
organizations are continuing to provide updates on their workforce development activities during 
Council meetings. For the March meeting, updates will be shared by Allison J. Foster, MBA, 
CAE, CPH, President of the National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE), and Ashley 
Edmiston, MPH, Director, Workforce and Leadership Development, National Association of 
County and City Health Officials (NACCHO).  
 
National Board of Public Health Examiners 
NBPHE is developing new certification programs, including a recently launched Certified in 
Disease Intervention certification for disease intervention specialists, a Public Health Nurse 
certification planned for late 2026, and a potential early career public health certification 
targeted for 2027. Ms. Foster will outline opportunities for partner organizations to engage in the 
development of these initiatives and describe the tools NBPHE will make available to support 
outreach to the public health workforce. 
 
In addition, she will highlight research projects of potential interest, including a project involving 
mapping multiple public health competency frameworks and one analyzing more than 500,000 
recertification credits reported by CPH professionals, offering valuable insight into the 
professional development and continuing education activities undertaken across the public 
health field. 
 
National Association of County and City Health Officials 
Addressing workplace morale is essential to retention, improving performance, and sustaining 
healthy teams—especially in times of change and pressure. To help support public health 
practitioners in this area, NACCHO developed a new Joy in Work Practice Guide to accompany 
its Joy in Work Toolkit. This resource provides guidance on how to make the case for Joy in 
Work as a priority focus for local health departments and includes practical tips and strategies 
for senior leaders, team leaders, and the workforce to foster engagement, reduce burnout, and 
build a more energized and sustainable workplace. During this Council meeting, Ms. Edmiston 
will share the new guide. 
 
Read the blog post, Finding Passion and Purpose in Our Public Health Work with NACCHO’s 
Joy in Work Resources, to learn more. 
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